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16 Days of Activism Compline
An Order for Night Prayer (Compline)

Thursday, 10 December 2020, 21:00 GMT

16 Days of Activism
Led by Kathleen Snow 
Welcome to our compline a peaceful and beautiful service which seems an appropriate end to our 16 Days of Activism campaign. We use this time to give God the past 16 days – all we have campaigned for, all we have protested for, all we have spoken and all that we have prayed for. 

Opening Prayer 

Lord as we meet together this evening,
we pray for your blessings to pour down on each one of us gathered here together.

We thank you Lord that we can do this even though we cannot meet in person.

Lord we offer up our compline now, 

and bring before you our 16 Days of Activism campaign.

our No More 1 in 3 Global Day 

and all of Mothers’ Union’s work against Gender Based Violence around the world.  

We pray Lord, for all this work that we do in your name,

as your humble servants. 

All Amen
Preparation
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.

All  Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord

All  who made heaven and earth.
A period of silence for reflection on the past 16 Days will follow – we encourage all members to light a candle at this time to help aid the reflection. 

All  Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.
O God, make speed to save us.

All  O Lord, make haste to help us.
All  Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.
A Woman’s Psalm 
Refrain: Search me out, O God, and know my heart.
A Woman’s Psalm

O God, I am a woman in a violent world

let me know your peace.

Let blind rage born of despair

not find its target in me.

Let the value of my life

not be reduced to the jewellery I wear.

Let my family life not end

that life in a gang may begin.

Let rape not violate my body

nor anger ravage my soul.

Let fear not enter my heart

but caution sharpen my mind.

Let the light of Christ so shine in me

that I may reflect your love.

Let the joy that the apostles knew

infuse my spirit and alleviate my pain.

Let Love who suffered and died on the cross

find resurrection and new life in the world you love.

O God, I am a woman in a violent world

let me know your peace.

Elizabeth Kaeton, (from Lifting Women’s Voices: Canterbury Press; 2009)
Refrain: Search me out, O God, and know my heart.

Creator God,

may every breath we take be for your glory,

may every footstep show you as our way,

that, trusting in your presence in this world,

we may, beyond this life, still be with you

where you are alive and reign

for ever and ever.
Scripture Reading

God created human beings in his own image.

In the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

Then God looked over all he had made, 

and he saw that it was very good!

Genesis 1:27, 31(New Living Translation)
Gospel Canticle

The Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) is said or sung
All  Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
1    Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  

your word has been fulfilled.

2    My own eyes have seen the salvation  

which you have prepared in the sight of every people;

3    A light to reveal you to the nations  

and the glory of your people Israel.

Luke 2.29-32
All  Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.  

All  Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
Prayers

Loving Lord,
who has created us all in your image,

open our eyes to see your face

in those of our sisters and brothers.

Make us ready to value each other

as beloved children of God.  Amen

Forgive us Lord 
when we hear neither your plea, 

nor the cries of your people. 

Free us Lord 

from the fears that bind us, 

or from any sense of powerlessness. 

Fill us Lord 

with your dream of a just world 

and the tenacity to keep going 

in playing our part, 

in your name, 
All Amen 
Lord of justice and mercy, 

who has made us all in your own image,

we offer up our prayers for those who 

are affected by gender-based violence

and as a sign of our unity with all who 

campaign for justice across the world. 
Bless all of our work over the past 16 days 

and our Global Day.
We pray that this work continues to have impact 

throughout the coming year
All Amen

Silence may be kept.
Visit this place, O Lord, we pray,

and drive far from it the snares of the enemy;

may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace,

and may your blessing be always upon us;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.
The Conclusion

In peace we will lie down and sleep;

All  for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.

Abide with us, Lord Jesus,

All  for the night is at hand and the day is now past.

As the night watch looks for the morning,

All  so do we look for you, O Christ.

The Lord bless us and watch over us;

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.

All  Amen.
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