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Faith in the Family Back to School Prayer Resource
All too soon the holidays will be over and children will be preparing to go back to school. Some will be going back to familiar surroundings and friends; others will be starting in new schools, maybe with new classmates. There will be a mixture of emotions and attitudes that children have as they consider the term ahead. The support and encouragement of family and friends will help to smooth their way and give them confidence. In all our encouragement let’s remember the importance of prayer both with and for our children.  
A handful of prayers – these can be prayed together with children, or for them. Use fingers to remember each prayer theme. With younger children draw round their hands then let them draw their prayer ideas inside each hand outline.
1. Pray for your child’s wellbeing
Even if your child is headed back to familiar territory, the new school year can bring all kinds of questions and concerns. There are new friends, new teachers and new anxieties.

Pray for your child’s happiness and stability to accept change.
2. Pray for your child’s education
With every new school year, new curriculum and teaching styles await your child in the classroom.

Pray for an easy transition, focus and understanding. 

3. Pray for your child’s teacher
Teachers have one of the hardest and most important jobs. Your child’s teacher will play a pivotal role in your child’s life for this year and many years to come.

Pray for your child’s teacher’s patience, understanding and grace.
4. Pray for your child’s classmates and friends
What your child absorbs from the world outside of your home comes in a large part from your child’s classmates and friends.

Pray for their friendships, intentions and morals. 

5. Pray for a happy home
As summer ends, chances are your home has a new schedule. There are early morning wake-up calls, long days of learning at school and extracurricular activities.

Pray for good communication, easy transitions, cooperation and sleep! 
From www.tommynelson.com
Hand prayers - share this prayer idea with your child and encourage them to use the actions as a prayer when they need to throughout the school day. 
Thumbs up – thank God for the good things 

Thumbs down - ask for God’s help with the things that are worrying

Entwine fingers together – thank God and pray for school friends
Stroke one hand with the other – a reminder that God is always with you
