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Midday Prayers 2020: Building hope and confidence
 December 
Advent hope of comfort and joy
Monday: Advent hope
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:5, 14
Lord of light and hope, open our hearts

to your tidings of comfort and joy.
The Advent story
of hope and mystery,
anticipation,
preparation,
a kingdom
of this world and the next,
and a king
appearing when we least expect.

Heaven touching earth,
the footsteps of the divine
walking dusty roads
as once they did in Eden,
and a people,
searching for a Saviour,
and walking past
the stable.

Open eyes and hearts,
that this might be
an Advent of hope to the world.
Amen 
©John Birch
Tuesday: Tidings of comfort and joy
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’
Luke 2:1, 14
Loving Lord, 

whether we are filled with hope

in this most holy season
or in a place more attuned 
to the hill of Calvary

than the stable of nativity,

in your mercy open our ears 

to the eternal echo of angelic voices 

proclaiming tidings of comfort and joy. 

In the quiet of your presence,

we name those for whom we care.
Whether they enter this holy season

with a heart of gladness or sorrow,
in your mercy open their ears 

to the eternal echo of angelic voices 

proclaiming tidings of comfort and joy.
Amen 
Wednesday: Comfort my people 
Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.

And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.
Isaiah 40:1, 5

The God who speaks comfort to us calls us here.

The God who addresses us with tenderness meets us here.

The God who guides us with gentleness cares for us here.

We come to prepare a way for the Lord.

We come to ready ourselves 
for the transformation of our lives.

For the glory of the Lord will be revealed,

and all people will see it.

© Moira Laidlaw
We find comfort in proclaiming the joy of the Lord,

the truth of his constant love in the face of uncertainty

We find joy in embracing the comfort of the Lord

the promise of hope bringing light in the shadows.
Amen 
Thursday: Rejoice in the Lord
Let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 
let them sing joyful praises forever. 
Spread your protection over them, 
that all who love your name may be filled with joy.

Psalm 5:11 (NLT)
When I see compassion and kindness at work in the world: 
When I remind myself of your goodness and your care for us: 
My soul magniﬁes the Lord,  

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 

When I glimpse your creativity in the wonder of the world:
When I hear the sound of voices praising your name: 
My soul magniﬁes the Lord,  

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

When moments of holiness shine like diamonds in the dark: 
When I revisit the child, placed in that manger: 
My soul magniﬁes the Lord,  

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
Amen
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Friday: Tidings of comfort and joy
He will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.

Isaiah 9:6-7

God of mercy,
help us to listen to your voice,
a voice that speaks of peace to all people.

Let the sound resonate within us,
until a whisper becomes a shout
which cannot be ignored.

Move us with your love,
so that our actions echo your peace,
and we may bring tidings of comfort and joy
to those touched by conflict.

Fill us with your hope, O Lord, and
quiet the fear and hatred which divides us,
as we seek to build a future together,
of true and lasting peace.

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Prince of Peace,

Amen
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Saturday: Advent hope
We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son 

of God, God lives in them and they in God.  And so we know and 

rely on the love God has for us.

1 John 4:14-15

 

God of hope, who brought love into this world,
be the love that dwells between us.

God of hope, who brought peace into this world,
be the peace that dwells between us.

God of hope, who brought joy into this world,
be the joy that dwells between us.

God of hope, the rock we stand upon,
be the centre, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.
Amen 
©John Birch 

  
Wave of Prayer for Mothers’ Union

Lord, we pray for Mothers’ Union worldwide.
        1-2    Mpumalanga in South Africa; Central Buganda in Uganda; 

                  Zonkwa in Nigeria; Bo in Sierra Leone; Newcastle in England and        

                  Barrackpore in India

    3 – 5    Akot in South Sudan; South West Tanganyika in Tanzania; 

                  Aba & Irele-Ese Odo in Nigeria; Coventry in England and Cuttack in India

           6    Mothers’ Union worldwide

    7 – 9    Namibia; Mount Kenya South in Kenya; Northern Izon & Ijebu North in  

                   Nigeria and Durham in England

10 – 12    Lusaka in Zambia; Shyogwe in Rwanda; Sokoto & Ikka in Nigeria; 

                  Ely in England and Karimnagar in India

         13    Mothers’ Union worldwide

14– 16     Fianarantsoa in Madagascar; Central Tanganyika in Tanzania; Calabar &  

                   Igbomina in Nigeria; Derry & Raphoe in All Ireland and Banks & Torres in 

                   Vanuatu

17 – 19    Lui in South Sudan; Embu in Kenya; Orlu & Awori in Nigeria; 

                  The Murray in Australia and Medak in India

Cross references:
         20   Mothers’ Union worldwide

21 – 23   Archbishops, Bishops and all clergy in the Anglican Communion

24 – 26   Refugees, internally displaced families and those living in a climate of  

                   fear
          27   Mothers’ Union worldwide

   28-30   All involved with the responsibility of caring for and supporting family life
          31   Mothers’ Union worldwide

Final Blessing
May the blessings of Advent fill us with hope 
as we share tidings of comfort and joy 
with the waiting world. 
Amen

