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BIBLE READINGS, HYMNS & SONGS FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY

Bible readings

The love of a mother: Exodus 2:1-10 
About this time, a man and woman from the tribe of Levi got married.

The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that he was a

special baby and kept him hidden for three months. But when she could no

longer hide him, she got a basket made of papyrus reeds and waterproofed it

with tar and pitch. She put the baby in the basket and laid it among the reeds

along the bank of the Nile River. The baby’s sister then stood at a distance,

watching to see what would happen to him. 

Soon Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, and her attendants walked along the riverbank. When the princess saw the basket among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it for her. When the princess opened it, she saw the baby. The little boy was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This must be one of the Hebrew children,” she said. 

Then the baby’s sister approached the princess. “Should I go and find one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” she asked. 

 “Yes, do!” the princess replied. So the girl went and called the baby’s mother. 

 “Take this baby and nurse him for me,” the princess told the baby’s mother. “I will pay you for your help.” So the woman took her baby home and nursed him. 

Later, when the boy was older, his mother brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her own son. The princess named him Moses, for she explained, “I lifted him out of the water.” (NLT)

God’s care for us: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the Father who is full of mercy. And he is the God of all comfort. 4 He comforts us every time we have trouble, so that we can comfort others when they have trouble. We can comfort them with the same comfort that God gives us. (NCV)

Mothers bring their children to Jesus: Mark 10:13-16 

Once when some mothers were bringing their children to Jesus to bless them, the disciples shooed them away, telling them not to bother him.
14 But when Jesus saw what was happening he was very much displeased with his disciples and said to them, “Let the children come to me, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as they. Don’t send them away! 15 I tell you as seriously as I know how that anyone who refuses to come to God as a little child will never be allowed into his Kingdom.” 16 Then he took the children into his arms and placed his hands on their heads and he blessed them. (TLB)

God’s words to parents: Deuteronomy 11:18-20; Proverbs 22:6  
Remember my words with your whole being. Write them down and tie them to your 

hands as a sign; tie them on your foreheads to remind you. Teach them well to your 

children, talking about them when you sit at home and walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on your doors and gates.

Train children to live the right way,
and when they are old, they will not stray from it. (NCV)
God’s words to children: 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14
I remember your true faith. That faith first lived in your grandmother Lois and in 

your mother Eunice, and I know you now have that same faith.

You should continue following the teachings you learned. You know they are true,

because you trust those who taught you. (NCV)

Jesus heals Simon Peter’s mother in law: Mark 1:29-34
As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. (NIV)


Jesus is the Good Shepherd: John 10:10, 14-15
Jesus said: I came so that my sheep will have life and so that they will have everything they need. I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep as the Father knows me. My sheep know me as I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. (GW)

Jesus provides for his mother: John 19: 25-27  

Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home. (NLT)

Stay close to Jesus: John 15:5, 9-12
I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: love each other as I have loved you.

Our church family: 1 John 3:1; 4:21
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

And he has given us this command: anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

Loyalty to family: Ruth 1:3-18
Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.
6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.
8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.’
Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, ‘We will go back with you to your people.’
11 But Naomi said, ‘Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me – even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons – 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has turned against me!’
14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.
15 ‘Look,’ said Naomi, ‘your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.’
16 But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.’ 18 When Naomi realised that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. (NIV)

Elijah helps a mother: 1 Kings 17:8-16
 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 9 ‘Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there. I have instructed a widow there to supply you with food.’ 10 So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, ‘Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?’11 As she was going to get it, he called, ‘And bring me, please, a piece of bread.’
12 ‘As surely as the Lord your God lives,’ she replied, ‘I don’t have any bread – only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it – and die.’
13 Elijah said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son.14 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.”’
15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah. (NIV)

The boy Jesus at the temple: Luke 2:41-52
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, ‘Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.’49 ‘Why were you searching for me?’ he asked. ‘Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?’ 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. (NIV)
Hymns and songs

For the beauty of the earth

Jesus hands were kind hands

Lord of all hopefulness
Tell out my soul
Brother, sister, let me serve you.

Lord Jesus Christ. You have come to us

One more step along the world I go

Father I place into your hands the things I cannot do

Now thank we all our God
He’s got the whole world in His hands

Seek ye first the kingdom of God

This is the day that the Lord has made (be creative in adding extra verses!)

I know Jesus loves me: Ian Smale © 2003 Thankyou Music

Lord I lift your name on high: Rick Founds © 1989 Universal Music Publishing Group

Jesus put this song into our hearts: Graham Kendrick © 1986 Thankyou Music 

Father God I wonder: Ian Smale © 1984 Thankyou Music

We gladly celebrate and praise: Alan Gaunt © Stainer & Bell Ltd

As for me and my house Jim Bailey © 1997 Thankyou Music 
I’m gonna jump up and down: Doug Horley ©2002
God of Eve and God of Mary: Fred Kaan © 1989, Hope Publishing Co.
Tell out my soul: Timothy Dudley-Smith ©1961
All our blessings: Tune: All things bright and beautiful
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