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PRAYERS FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY 
Call to Worship 
Come, worship the God who said: 

As a mother comforts her child, 

so I will comfort you.  Isaiah 66:13a
We will come before our God.
Gather us now before you, O God, 

as a hen gathers her brood to protect them. 

Like a mother you gather your people to you; 

you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 

As we meet today and follow your example, 

protect us, support us, and feed us

with your unconditional love. Amen





Adapted from St Anselm of Canterbury 

 

Collects & litanies

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bring together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

Collect for Mothering Sunday 


God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Common Worship Shorter Collect 



God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth: strengthen us each day, that in sorrow we may know your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Methodist Worship



God our Father,
your Son Jesus Christ lived in a family in Nazareth:
Grant that in our families on earth
we may so learn to love and to live together
that we may rejoice as one family in your heavenly home;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
Collect for Mothering Sunday 



Collect – invite four people to light a candle each saying the following words:

As we light this first candle:

We pause to remember with gratitude all those who have truly

mothered us throughout our lives.

As we light the second candle:

We give thanks for the gift of mothering, nurturing, deep within us,

and pray for the grace to let its flame burn bright.
As we light our third candle:

We pray for all those whom we are called to mother, for the courage to

love deeply, and to let go freely.

With our fourth candle:

We ask for forgiveness for the times when our hearts have been closed

to the love, and need for love, of those in our care.


A Litany for Mothers

Eve our first mother – thank you for stepping out and being the first to understand the complexities of life.

Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth – thank you for your patience and courage in waiting for a miracle. May all people longing for children be strengthened by your stories and comforted in their pain.

Hagar – thank you for your resolve in the face of exile. May all mothers who are forced to flee or are forgotten be given hope in you.

Rebecca – thank you for your flexibility. Let us remember all mothers who have to raise their children in a different country or far from their relatives and who feel isolated.

Rachel – you carried the burden of grief and wept for your children. Hold the hands of all those mothers who weep for their children - children who have gone missing, who have died or are lost to them in other ways. 


Jochebed – you used wisdom and insight to protect your children. Give to all mothers this wisdom and insight in the bringing up of their children, especially in vulnerable times.

Naomi and Ruth – you showed that love can conquer all trials. Help all mothers to love constantly when life seems impossible and despair weighs hard upon their souls. 

Mary – the new Eve whose ‘yes’ to God changed our world forever. 

Thank you for sheltering the Holy One all those years ago, 

for your faithful love and tender care of God’s most precious Son. 

May we never forget that in your giving is our greatest receiving - 

of the gift of life wrapped in a manger and in a tomb. 

May we know the true cost of relationship

by holding our faith in Christ deep within our hearts

as you once held him deep within your womb. Amen

A litany for biblical mothers

      

Eve, mother of our humanity,
teach us true wisdom, that all life is precious in God's sight.

Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth, yearning for a child,
comfort and strengthen all who know the pain of infertility.

Hagar, condemned to the harshness of exile,
sustain those who struggle to feed their sons and daughters.

Rebecca, bride from a far off land,
welcome women who must bring up their families among strangers.

Rachel, weeping for your children,
weep with all mothers whose children have disappeared.

Jochebed, mother of Moses and Miriam,
lend your ingenuity to women who seek protection for their children.

Naomi and Ruth, bound together by a love greater than blood,
show us how bitter disappointment can become the sweetness of hope.

Mary, daughter of Israel, mother of Jesus,
share with us God's secrets you have pondered deep within your heart.
From New Start Worship Resources for the Millenium, Book 2.

Dear Jesus we thank you for Mothers everywhere 
For all who care for us day by day, 
Let us not forget that you were a child 
And your mother was Mary. 
We say thank you for Mums across the world 
And in our country too, 
Although we may not say it, 
We think you are the best. 

So let us give grateful thanks 
And let our voices be heard 
For all the Mums and Grans 
On this very special day. Amen 
Hannah Middleton 2005; URC Northern Synod


Today we thank God for the gift of mothers and mothering across the world. 

Isaiah wrote that God is a mother to us, comforting and carrying us in her arms. 
As one whom a mother comforts, so I will comfort you – Isaiah 66:13.
Gentle, patient God – thank you for your tender care.
Isaiah also wrote that God will never forget us and that he knows each one of us just as a mother knows her own children.

Can a woman forget her baby at her breast, feel no pity for the child she has borne? Even if these were to forget, I shall not forget you. Isaiah 49:15
Gentle, patient God – thank you for your tender care.
David wrote that in God’s presence, he was quiet and at peace, trusting his God like a child safe in its mother’s arms.
No I hold myself in quiet and silence, like a child in its mothers’ arms. Psalm 131:2
Gentle, patient God – thank you for your tender care.
Jesus spoke of himself as a mother, longing to wrap his arms around us like a mother-hen gathering her chicks under her wings.
How often have I longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings… Matthew 23:37
Gentle, patient God – thank you for your tender care.

Dear Jesus,

We thank you for all mothers and carers around the world,

and for all they do for their children.

We thank you for their patience when we don’t get things right.

We thank you for their encouragement when we find life hard.

We pray that mums would feel really special today 

and that you would remind us every day to show them 

as much love and help as they give to us. Amen


Dear Jesus,

We thank you for mothers and carers everywhere,

and for the special love they have for their children.

We thank you Jesus for your special care and comfort 

and the perfect love you have for us all.

Help us all to show your love to those who care for us,

and to the people that we meet in our lives.  Amen


We thank God for giving us others to share in our lives:

For parents, and the love which brought us to birth:

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

For mothers who have cherished and nurtured us:

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

For fathers who have loved and supported us,

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

For brothers and sisters with whom we have shared our home:

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

For children and their parents:

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

For relatives and friends, who have been with us

in our hopes and joys and times of sadness:

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

For all who first spoke to us of Jesus, and have drawn us

into the family of our Father in heaven:

We praise you, O Lord;

and bring you thanks today.

Help us to live

as those who belong to one another,

and to you, our Father, now and always. Amen


Loving God,

we give you thanks for all who care for us,

who have encouraged us and helped us grow,

who have forgiven us,

and cared for us when we are unwell,

who have supported us when times were hard,

who have challenged us,

who have told us about you.

Thank you, Lord. Amen 
Bath & Wells Diocese Children & Families Adviser

Father God

we thank you for mothers around the world

and for the care they give their children.

We offer our support and prayers

for their lives to be blessed   

and for families to flourish. Amen

Dear God, we thank you for mothers.

We thank you for all those who care for us

in quiet, often unrecognised ways;

we thank you for all those who care for others

in patience and love.

We are sorry for those times when we have failed 

to care for others 

and pray that you will teach us 

to care as you do

and that you will hold all mothers

and carers 

in the light of your presence

and guide them to you. Amen

Creative prayer of thanksgiving

Distribute paper hearts. Invite the congregation to write on them someone or something they are thankful for; then collect the hearts or invite the congregation to place them in a bowl at the front.

Loving God, we give thanks for all who care for us,
who have encouraged us and helped us grow, 
who have forgiven us, and cared for us when we were unwell,
who have supported us when times were hard, 
who have challenged us, who have told us about you.
Nurturing God, we give you thanks. Amen

God with a mother’s heart,
you gather us as your children.

You comfort and hold us in your warm embrace.

When we hurt your arms enfold us.

When we are afraid your wings protect us.

When we are hungry you feed us with the bread of life.

God with a mother’s heart,

your love surrounds and supports us,

in good times and tough,

in the midst of joy and pain,

always and everywhere.

You will never leave nor abandon us.

God eternal and loving one,

God with a mother’s heart,

we thank you this day

for being part of your family.

Christine Sine http://godspace-msa.com 

Lord, on this day set aside to honour and remember mothers,

we give you thanks for our mothers.

We are grateful that you chose to give us life through them,

and that they received the gift of life from you, and gave it to us.

Thank you for the sacrifices they made in carrying us and giving us birth.

We thank you for the women who raised us, who were our mothers in childhood.

Whether birth mum, adopted mum, older sister, aunt,

grandmother, stepmother or someone else,

we thank you for those women who held us and fed us,

who cared for us and kissed away our pain.

We pray that our lives may reflect the love they showed us,

and that they would be pleased to be called our mums. 


Lord Jesus, you welcomed children;

you took them in your arms and blessed them.

May children today be also blessed 

with those who care for them 

and have their well-being at heart. 

 

We pray for mothers and carers 

as they navigate their way 

through the constant demands of family life. 

May they have patience and steadfast resolve

in raising their children well.  

Children are a blessing 
and a gift from the Lord.
May we all play our part 

to treasure your gift. Amen
Mothering Sunday Prayer for All Caregivers
A child is a precious gift,
given into the hands of birth parents, adopted parents,
caregivers, relatives, and a church community.
Together we undertake the raising of children
and together we ask for help, Lord!

Give us endurance as we care for babies,
putting their needs ahead of our own,
caring through the bone-weariness of sleepless nights.
Give us patience as we care for toddlers,
guiding and correcting with warm voices and hearts.
As our young ones learn language,
help us to delight in the joy of discovery,
seeing the world through their new eyes;
help us to become like children.

As our children grow and mature,
give us wisdom to know when to hold on, and when to let go,
when to discipline, and when to comfort.
In caring for children, we admit that we have made mistakes,
we have put our own needs ahead of theirs,
we have not always been kind,
we have not always been the kind of parent we would like to be,
that you have called us to be.

Forgive us, and help us to be people who apologise,
modelling repentance for our children.

Today we also pray for parents and children who are grieving
because they have lost each other,
whether through death  or estrangement.

Thank you that you are our great Caregiver,
loving us with a love deeper and stronger
than any we have ever known. Amen
© Carol Penner www.leadinginworship.com

Biblical Mothers
Lord God we pray for mothers everywhere.  

Like Samuel’s mother, may they have wisdom to know how to protect their children and keep them from harm.

Like Naomi, may they be able to turn hard situations into good.

Like Lois and Eunice , may they be ready to share the love of Christ with their children. 

In all that they give to others may they have the joy of knowing that they too are children, held in the love and care of God.  Amen
Prayers for those for whom Mothering Sunday is a difficult time

We pray for anyone who needs the care of a mother:  

For any for whom this has been a hard day; 

For any who are suffering as a result of broken relationships; 

For anyone feeling lost, lonely, fragile, or afraid. 

‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you’, says the Lord. 

May it be so for us. Amen  
 

We thank God for people who offer us the care of a mother:

For their nurture and care;

For their example and inspiration; 

For their love and friendship.  

‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you’, says the Lord. 

May it be so for us. Amen  
 

We pray to our loving God, guardian and nurturer of all relationships, 

who has given us the right to be called children of God. 
‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you’, says the Lord. 

May it be so for us. Amen  

God our Father,
we ask you to bless all who live alone,
those who have lost their partner in marriage,
those who have never married,
those whose families are grown up and away from home
and those who have outlived other members of their families
and many of their friends:
Be with them to assure them of your love
and of their value to you every moment of their lives,
and enable them to rejoice in the fellowship of your Church
on earth and in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
www.ireland.anglican.org 


Loving Father, we pray for those for whom Mothering Sunday is a time of heartache rather than celebration.

We pray for those who have never known their mother or whose mothers have died.                                                                                                          Heavenly Father, bless them with your love

We pray for those who long to be mothers but as yet have not had their own children.

Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
We pray for those who struggle with the way their children have chosen to live their lives.                                                                                                
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
We pray for those who have a difficult relationship with their mother.                           

Heavenly Father, bless them with your love

May they have the comfort of knowing that your love for them is constant, your understanding is perfect, your compassion is never-ending.  Amen



Nurturing God, who gave us an example of unconditional love, we give thanks for our parents, families and friends. Thank you for those who care for us, who sit by quietly, supportively and let us make our own mistakes, who are willing to forgive and encourage us.


Loving God, we pray for those who find Mothering Sunday a difficult day, those who have had difficult experiences of their mother or father, or whose family life is full of conflict, bitterness and recrimination, assure them of your love and bring them peace.


Empathetic God, we pray for those who find Mothering Sunday difficult because they have lost a child, or because they are unable to have much-wanted children.
We pray for those who struggle to bring up children alone.


Loving God, whose son died on a cross, be with all those who need you and assure them of your love.


Caring God, we pray for those throughout the world who live in conditions like those experienced by the prodigal son when he lost his money, those who do not have enough water or food or shelter, those whose children die of starvation.


Show us how to care. Amen



Loving God, 
Thank you for mums and children 
and for all the joy of family life. 
Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother;
Be close to those who are struggling because they have no children;
Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those they love.
Let your love be present in every home, 
And help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the needs of all who come. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Church of England



Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
thank you God for their care and concern;
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Church of England



Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.

Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear.

Your warmth gives life to the dead,
your touch makes sinners righteous.

Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;
in your love and tenderness remake us.

In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us
St Anselm of Canterbury


Loving God, we give thanks for all who care for us,

who have encouraged us and helped us grow, 

who have forgiven us, and cared for us when we were unwell,

who have supported us when times were hard, 

who have challenged us, who have told us about you.

Nurturing God, we give you thanks. Amen.
Diocese of Bath & Wells

Loving Lord, we thank you for all who comprise our extended family;

those who become family through friendship.

Those with whom we have walked the valleys 

and rejoiced on the mountain top.

 

Loving Lord, we pray for all who stand in the gap 

when immediate family are absent;

who mother and father the needy child,

give care and support to the struggling parent,

companionship to the lonely and aged.

 

Loving Lord, as you welcome us into your family,

help us be ever ready to extend our family circle,

to welcome those in need of family love. Amen


Mothering Sunday Blessings

Let us go from here rejoicing

that God loves us and

welcomes us with open arms.

As the children of God

we take his love into the world

that others may also rejoice

and be part of his family. Amen


May the love of the Father fill our hearts;

May the love of the Lord Jesus fill our homes;

And may the grace of the Holy Spirit

bind us together in love

in our families and communities.

And may the blessing of God be with you,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
www.churchnewsireland.org 



May the Lord who brought us to birth by his Spirit,
strengthen us for the Christian life. 

May the Lord who provides for all our needs
sustain us day by day.

May the Lord whose steadfast love is constant as a mother's care,
send us out to live and work for others. 

And the blessing of God Almighty.
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you and remain with you always. Amen


Let us go from here rejoicing 

that we are precious to God.

May his blessing touch our families 

and all who are precious to us.

May we, as the family of God,

Shine as precious stones

reflecting his love to tIn you, O God, every family on earth receives its name.

Illumine our homes with the light of your love.
We thank you for gifts of love we have received.

From our mothers
and those who have served as mothers in many ways,
nourishing us and guiding us as we grow to be who we are.
As we have been loved by them,

so we are loved by you, O God.

Join with us in this day of celebration

as we rejoice in being loved.

As you grant us peace in Christ Jesus our Lord,
so we come to worship in His holy name.
http://firstumcmocksville.org/ 
