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Advent and Christmas Prayers 2023

A selection of prayers for the season of Advent and Christmas
Advent and Christmas Intercessions

Option 1:

God of Hope
Be with us on our Advent journey
be with us in our gathering
And in our travelling together,
Be with us in our worship
And in our praying together,
Be with us on this Advent journey of hope.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
This Advent time
We remember Mary and Joseph,
Giving thanks for their faithfulness,
Courage and obedience,
Stepping out into the unknown
In the strength of your spirit,
Playing their part
In the fulfilment of your plan
To bring your people
Home again.
We pray that their example
Might be the pattern of our lives,
That when your gentle whisper
Breaks through the noise of this world
And into our small corner,
We might be ready to listen
And having listened, to act.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord in this season when every heart should be happy and light
Many of us are struggling with the heaviness of life,
With burdens that steal our joy.
Fill us with your light instead of our darkness,
Help us clear the way in our hearts and minds
To concentrate on the true meaning of Christ’s coming
And not on the worldly things,
Which so often block out our thoughts and worship of you.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We live in disturbing days across the world;
A world filled with doubt and conflict, inequality and injustice.
Make this time of waiting we pray, the time of a new awakening
Of thought, consideration, endeavour and action,
By all leaders and all nations,
To bring about health, peace, freedom and understanding.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty and merciful God,
Whose son, Jesus Christ,
Understood people’s fear and pain
Before they were aware of them,
Have mercy on those in need,
For the hungry and the homeless,
For those in refugee camps, hospitals and care homes,
For those who are cared for in their own homes.
Bless those who work to bring them relief,
Inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts
At this time of goodwill to all men.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Advent and Christmas Intercessions

Option 2:

Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour.

Christ, born in a stable,

give courage to all who are homeless.

Jesus, Saviour,

hear our prayer.

Christ, for whom the angels sang,

give the song of the kingdom to all who weep.

Jesus, Saviour,

hear our prayer.

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,

give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.

Jesus, Saviour,

hear our prayer.

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt,

give humility and wisdom to all who govern.

Jesus, Saviour,

hear our prayer.

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,

give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you.

Jesus, Saviour,

hear our prayer.

Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary,
you know us and love us,
you share our lives
and hear our prayer.
Glory to you for ever. Amen.
Advent and Christmas Prayers:

1. In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in unity,
that our praise and worship
might echo in these walls
and also through our lives.

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in mission,
that the hope within
might be the song we sing,
and the melody of our lives.

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in service,
that the path we follow
might lead us from a stable
to a glimpse of eternity.

2. Father, this Advent, we eagerly await Jesus drawing near to us again. In a world that can feel overcome by the sins of violence, poverty and injustice, we pray that we can be instruments of peace and hope in Your name. Amen

3. Lord Jesus,

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day,

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us.

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom.

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!'

Amen.

By Henri J.M. Nouwen

4. Lord of beauty and majesty, you revealed to simple shepherds the very joy of heaven in Jesus. You were proclaiming to the whole of creation that things had changed forever. The Messiah, the anointed one, had come. Lord, we thank you that that same Jesus is the one we meet by faith today. The Jesus of new life, forgiveness and hope is with us. Hallelujah, we praise your name and join with all creation in celebration. Amen.

Christmas Eve Prayer

Christmas Eve is filled with anticipation. And distractions. A simple prayer before bed can be a nice way to close the day, refocus on the birth of Jesus and connect the day that’s passed with the big upcoming celebration come morning.

The Christmas Eve prayer attributed to Robert Louis Stevenson, a Scottish poet and author from the 19th century, remains a popular choice:

Loving Father,
Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning
make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven,
for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

Christmas Day Prayer

Holy Jesus,

by being born one of us,

and lying humbly in a manger,

you show us how much God loves the world.

Let the light of your love

always shine in our hearts,

until we reach our home in heaven,

and see you on your throne of glory.

Amen
Christmas Dinner Grace

Dear God, we thank you for everyone gathered around this table, for the food we will enjoy, and for the love we all share. We give thanks this day for the birth of our Savior. In His name we pray. Amen.

