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Mothers’ Union’s Advent Service 2023
Introduction

An opportunity for you to introduce yourself and welcome those gathered. Highlighting that in this Advent service we give thanks for the work of the Mothers’ Union worldwide and give thanks for this local branch.  Today we will reaffirm our commitment to the Mothers’ Union and welcome new members.

Leader: We wait for the coming of Christ, the light of the world 

All: Come Lord Jesus
Hymn - Christ, be our light!

Light the Advent candle

Call to worship 

Reader: We say together the words in bold.

Reader: The true light, which enlightens everyone is coming into the world. 

All: Come Lord Jesus 

Reader: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness will not overcome it. 

All: Christ, shine in your church today

Leader: We long for the peace of Christ in our world 

All: Come Prince of Peace

Reader: Listen for the voice of the prophet crying out in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord. 
All: Come Prince of Peace 

Reader: The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him and the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
All: Christ, shine on the earth today

Reader: We wait for the coming of Christ, giving life in abundance 

All: Come Giver of Life

Reader: The desert shall rejoice and blossom abundantly Rejoice and be glad in it. 

All: Christ, shine in our world today

Reader: We long for the presence of Christ, Emmanuel, God with us 

All: Come Bearer of Hope

Reader: Love coming to earth to live among us Full of grace and truth 

All: Come Bearer of Hope 

Reader: Do not be afraid: see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people 

All: Christ, shine in our hearts today

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2,6-7

The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them. … For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.
Hymn of your choice

Second Reading: Psalm 9 ESV

I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;
    I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
2 I will be glad and rejoice in you;
    I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High.
3 My enemies turn back;
    they stumble and perish before you.
4 For you have upheld my right and my cause,
    sitting enthroned as the righteous judge.
5 You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked;
    you have blotted out their name for ever and ever.
6 Endless ruin has overtaken my enemies,
    you have uprooted their cities;
    even the memory of them has perished.
7 The LORD reigns forever;
    he has established his throne for judgment.
8 He rules the world in righteousness
    and judges the peoples with equity.
9 The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed,
    a stronghold in times of trouble.
10 Those who know your name trust in you,
    for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.
11 Sing the praises of the LORD, enthroned in Zion;
    proclaim among the nations what he has done.
12 For he who avenges blood remembers;
    he does not ignore the cries of the afflicted.
13 LORD, see how my enemies persecute me!
    Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death,
14 that I may declare your praises
    in the gates of Daughter Zion,
    and there rejoice in your salvation.
15 The nations have fallen into the pit they have dug;
    their feet are caught in the net they have hidden.
16 The LORD is known by his acts of justice;
    the wicked are ensnared by the work of their hands. 
17 The wicked go down to the realm of the dead,
    all the nations that forget God.
18 But God will never forget the needy;
    the hope of the afflicted will never perish.
19 Arise, LORD, do not let mortals triumph;
    let the nations be judged in your presence.
20 Strike them with terror, LORD;
    let the nations know they are only mortal.
Hymn of your choice

Welcome any new members & reaffirm commitments to Mothers’ Union


Read Vison, Mission and Objectives of Mothers’ Union

Vision
Our vision is a world where everyone prospers. We actively pursue this vision through prayer and action, helping to build confident people and resilient communities. Our movement seeks to bring about justice, challenge prejudice and advocate change.
Mission:

We aim to show our Christian faith by helping the sustainable transformation of communities worldwide. We do this by helping to nurture strong relationships at all levels, promoting peace and reconciliation locally, nationally and globally. 

We aim to: 

· encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their children

· maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship and service

· promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children

· help those whose family life has met with adversity

· promote and support married life.

Present any new members and pray together 

Wave of Prayer

Mothers’ Union Prayer

Loving Lord,

We thank you for your love so freely given to us all. We pray for families around the world.

Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union as we seek to share your love through the encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and family life.

Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and worship, and in love and service reach out as your hands across the world.

In Jesus name. Amen.

Scripture reading – from which the address is taken.

Address

Prayers

Lord Jesus, Light of the World

Born in David’s city of Bethlehem

born like him to be a king:

Be born in our hearts this Advent

be King of our lives today

Please use this time to bring your own intercessions before the Lord.

Hymn – of your choosing

We go out in God’s strength

May God the Father, who loved the world so much

that he sent his only Son,

to come among us in great humility,

open our eyes to look for his coming again.

May God the Son

give us grace to live

in the light of his coming

as redeemer and judge

May God the Holy Spirit

comfort and strength and us

to be light in our families and communities

Closing

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All: In the name of Christ. Amen.
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