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Outline for Mothers’ Union Anniversary Service
The components included in this outline are just suggestions. You may wish to use others from the accompanying ideas, or your own. 
Welcome and gathering

Welcome to our Mothers’ Union …. Anniversary Service. We gather to celebrate and to rejoice; to give thanks for the …. years of witness and service by Mothers’ Union in this branch/diocese. We gather to give thanks for the faithfulness of God throughout these years and for his ongoing presence as he leads us forward together into the future.

Call to worship

The Lord is with us 
Let us praise his name together. 
 

I will sing of the Lord’s great love for ever;
with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known
through all generations.

Psalm 89:1
We come to glorify the Lord

with open hearts and voices.

We come to rejoice in God our Saviour

who has done great things for us.

 
We come to worship our faithful God.
Let us praise his name together. Amen

Opening hymn 
Opening prayers 
Loving Lord, we praise your name

as we look back down the years
and see the imprint of your faithfulness

on all that has come to pass.

 
We thank you for those who have led the way

in worship and service to your world.

For those who have faithfully served you 

in quiet and unseen ways.

 
As we look back with gratitude 

so we look forward with faith.

We place our trust in our loving God 

whose faithfulness spans all ages.  Amen 
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 150

Praise the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary;
    praise him in his mighty heavens.
2 Praise him for his acts of power;
    praise him for his surpassing greatness.
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
    praise him with the harp and lyre,
4 praise him with tambourine and dancing,
    praise him with the strings and pipe,
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals,
    praise him with resounding cymbals.
6 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord.
New Testament reading: Philippians 1:2-6, 9-11
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Reaffirmation of commitment to Mothers’ Union 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place
throughout all generations.

May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us –
yes, establish the work of our hands.

Psalm 90:1, 17


Loving Lord, 
give us faith to serve you 

as we follow in the footsteps 

of those who have gone before.

 

May we continue to be a people 

who honour and worship your name.

 

May we continue to be a people 
who seek and follow your will.

 

May we continue to be a people 

who reach out to the world with your love.

 

God of the past, the present, and the future,

we celebrate and give thanks 

for your faithfulness through the years.

We commit ourselves afresh
to your purposes for the future. 

May we continue to enrich family life 

for future generations. Amen

Talk/sharing of stories from the history of the branch/diocese
Thanksgiving and intercessions including Symbolic Offering 
Mothers’ Union Prayer
Loving Lord
We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union 
as we seek to share your love 
through the encouragement, strengthening 
and support of marriage and family life.

Empowered by your Spirit, 
may we be united in prayer and worship, 
and in love and service

reach out as your hands across the world.
In Jesus’ name.  Amen
Final Hymn 
Final blessing

 

All praise be to God, 

whose faithfulness has led us through the years

and whose Spirit inspires for what lies ahead.

 

The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain 

with you always. Amen.

 

Go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen 

We say the Grace together 
Ideas for a Mothers’ Union Anniversary Service
The following ideas may be helpful for you in planning a special Anniversary Service for a branch or diocese

General suggestions

· Divide into decades the number of years that the diocese/branch has been going, and highlight a key occasion to mark each decade.
· Think of creative ways to represent the projects and work that members are doing or have done in the past – you may need to look at your local Mothers’ Union archives to help with information from the beginning. These could either be included in the service itself or as part of a display. *
· Reflect on the aims and objects of Mothers’ Union and highlight ways in which your diocese/branch has carried them out. 
· Wave of Prayer –you could pray for or offer something symbolic from each of your link dioceses. Remember both your past and current links. If you are able to be in contact it would be lovely to ask them to send a message to be included in your celebrations.

· If you have a Mothers’ Union banner you may like to use this prayer at some point in the service, as part of your rededication of your branch and yourselves to God for the future. If you have no banner the prayer may be adapted or the prayer below used.

We rededicate this banner to the glory of God

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

May it be a symbol, visible to all who come to this church,

of our commitment to provide Christian care for families and communities.

Father, we also rededicate ourselves, as individuals and as a branch/group,

to serve you in following Jesus.

Help us in our commitment to nurture our faith 

and to share your love with those we serve.

We ask in the name of the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
Father, we dedicate ourselves

to serve you faithfully and to follow Jesus,

to face the future with him,

seeking his special purpose for our lives.

Send us out to work and witness freely, 

gratefully and full of hope,

in the power of the Holy Spirit,

and for the honour and glory of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Suggestions for hymns and songs

You may prefer to choose ones which particularly suit the initiatives and focus taken by your branch/diocese through the years
Brother, sister let me serve you

God is working his purpose out

Great is thy faithfulness

Hope of our calling

How good is the God we adore

Jesus is king and I will extol Him
Jesus is Lord
Jesus put this song into our hearts

Jesus stand among us at the meeting of our lives
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided

Oh Jesus I have promised

One more step along the world I go

Now thank we all our God

Shine Jesus shine

Tell out my soul

This, this is the God we adore

Ye servants of God your Master proclaim

You are the King of glory

Suggestions for Bible readings

If there are Bible passages which have been significant to you over the years then you could use them, with an explanation about their choice
Psalm 150

Isaiah 55:10-13

Mathew 13:31-33

Matthew 25:35-40

John 15:1-12

Ephesians 2:4-10

Ephesians 3:14-22

Philippians 1:2-6, 9-11
Hebrews 12:1-3

1 John 3:1-3, 16-18 

Ideas for symbolic actions

These are only suggestions; do feel free to use your own creative ideas
You may like to include a symbolic action as part of thanksgiving and intercessions. 

Two prayer trees may be represented at the front. As an act of thanksgiving the names of past achievements, written on flower or fruit shapes, may be read out and hung on one of the trees. On the other, the names of present and future initiatives and aims, written on leaf shapes, may be read out and hung on the other tree.

This may be drawn together in a corporate prayer;

God of the past, the present, and the future,

we celebrate and give thanks 

for your faithfulness through the years.

We commit ourselves afresh
to your purposes for the future. 

May we continue to enrich family life 

for future generations. Amen

Or symbols of your various initiatives may be brought to the front and placed before the altar as part of thanksgiving and intercessions, and the following prayer used.

We offer up these symbols 

of our love and service.

We pray for God’s blessing 

on all that we do in his name. Amen 
*Read out examples of past and current local initiatives.  As each one is highlighted place a glass pebble on a large plate or bowl which contains unlit tea lights. When the pebbles have all been placed between the candles these may be lit as a symbol of God’s light which enhances and shines through our human qualities and efforts.

There may then be a short time of silent prayer reflection focussed on the lit display.

Commissioning/ Rededication of Mothers’ Union membership

This is an alternative idea to the one included in the outline. If you have any new members being admitted during your service then that will include a recommitment for all members
Lord, you have been our dwelling-place
throughout all generations.

May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us –
yes, establish the work of our hands.

Psalm 90:1, 17

Faithful God,
we rededicate and reaffirm ourselves to your 

purposes for Mothers’ Union; for your praise and glory. Amen
As members of Mothers’ Union:

We pray that we will continue to be a people 

who honour and worship your name.

Lord, may it be done according to your goodness and grace.
We pray that we will continue to be a people 
who seek and follow your will.

Lord, may it be done according to your goodness and grace.
We pray that we will continue to be a people 

who reach out to the world with your love.

Lord, may it be done according to your goodness and grace.
God of all generations,

we rededicate and reaffirm ourselves to your service.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

Lord, may it be done according to your goodness and grace. Amen
Suggestions for prayers   
Loving Lord,

We give you thanks for the far-reaching vision 

of our founder, Mary Sumner.

We look back with gratitude and praise for her witness,

and for all that has been achieved thus far 

in the name of Mothers’ Union locally and worldwide.

As we look forward with faith for all that is to come

help us to build a future together

which will enable our work to flourish;

through far-reaching vision

and commitment to your will.


We thank you, Lord,

for those  who came before us,

and spurred us on to acts of love.

For those who have encouraged us

to strive to make vision reality.
We pray that in our turn
we too will play our part 

in envisioning those who are following on,

to continue to share the love of Christ

and to build God’s Kingdom on earth. 

God of all generations,

as we celebrate your faithfulness

deepen our gratitude for the past

and envision us for the future. Amen

All this day, O Lord, let me touch 
as many lives as possible for thee

 

Loving Lord, 
we thank you for the lives touched

throughout the years 

by the members of this branch /diocese.
 

and every life I touch do thou 

by thy spirit quicken 

 

We pray that those whom we serve 

will experience the reality of your love 

through our prayers, words and actions

 

whether through the word I speak, 

the prayer I breathe 

or the life I live.  

 

Loving Lord, make firm our path

as we put our trust in you,

following in the footsteps 

of those who have gone before. Amen

Loving Lord,
we give thanks for the privilege of service 

within the family of Mothers’ Union.

 

We pray for our members both near and far
as they share the love of Christ
through their witness and their work. 

 

We give thanks for signs of transformation

in families and communities 
as we reach out in love and service.

 

We pray for the flourishing of Mothers’ Union 
as we adapt for the needs of  this present age 

and entrust ourselves to God to lead us forward.

 

Unite us as family with hope and resolve

to continue to reach out as your hands

across the world.

Amen 

 
 

