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Commissioning of Diocesan Officers

Bishop: or presiding member of clergy

We have come together here to worship God and to commission........ (names or eg.

“newly elected members”)  to office for the Mothers’ Union in the diocese of .......; 
this is a joyful and important occasion. This office carries great responsibility for 
Mothers’ Union is a worldwide organisation whose members seek to express the 
Christian faith by the transformation of communities worldwide through the 
promotion of stable marriage, family life and the protection of children. 
Bishop: addressing Officers 

………….. do you accept office in the Mothers’ Union?

Officers: I do, the Lord being my helper.

Bishop: Will you serve God in this way, in the firm belief that the power of the Holy 
Spirit will guide and direct all who call upon Him?

Officers: I will, putting my trust in Him. 

Bishop: taking each person in turn by the right hand
N, I admit you to the office of ……………………

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
When all have been commissioned the Bishop addresses the congregation 

Bishop: Members of ........Diocese will you remember these office-holders in your 
prayers and give them your support and encouragement?
Congregation: We will.

Bishop: I call on you now to pray that God will bless his servants and provide such gifts and powers as may be needed for the work ahead. 
Let us pray:
O God,

we ask that you will bless your servants

with a sense of your presence,

and knowledge of your constant love.

Give wisdom and understanding,

your guidance and the humility to accept it.

Grant all members the grace to support

and uphold all who work in your name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
