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New Beginnings – Opening a new branch or group
The minister explains to the congregation the history of the formation of the new branch (group), and reads out the mission statement of the Mothers’ Union 

The mission of the Mothers’ Union is to show our Christian faith by the transformation of communities worldwide, through the promotion of stable marriage, family life and the protection of children.

We aim to achieve this through carrying out our aims and objectives:
· To encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their children

· To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship 

and service

· To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and the protection of children

· To help those whose family life has met with adversity

· To promote and support married life

Minister: May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you all; that in this, and in all things, you may do God’s will in the service of the kingdom of Christ. Amen
Minster:  In the name of God I commend you to this work, and dedicate the branch/group to the glory of God.

In the name of the parish of …………  I pledge you our prayers, encouragement and support in the years ahead. We look forward to working together in partnership to serve God in this community.
Let us pray:

Almighty God,

bless this branch/group of the Mothers’ Union,
as the members reaffirm their commitment

to follow Christ and to serve in his name.
Give them courage, patience and vision;

strengthen them in their Christian witness 
to the world, and service to others,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

The Mothers’ Union Prayer

Loving Lord
We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union 
as we seek to share your love 
through the encouragement, strengthening 
and support of marriage and family life.

Empowered by your Spirit, 
may we be united in prayer and worship, 
and in love and service

reach out as your hands across the world.
In Jesus’ name. Amen
One or more of the following prayers may be used as appropriate, and a hymn or song may be sung.

Prayer of commitment (to be said by the members together) 

Heavenly Father,

as members of this branch/group we commit its life to you.
We seek your blessing in all we do:

your presence in our fellowship

your inspiration in our activities;

your strength in our service to the Church

and to the community.
Help us to be faithful in prayer and worship

and outgoing in our witness to the gospel,

that we may advance your kingdom,

and glorify your name,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
For the leader(s) of the branch/group 
Everliving God, strengthen and sustain ………..

that with patience and understanding

they may love and care for your people;

grant that under their leadership

the members of the branch/group may follow Jesus Christ,

offering to you their gifts and talents,

through him who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen
For the dedication of a new banner (if appropriate)
We dedicate this banner to the glory of God

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

May it be a symbol, visible to all who come to this church,

of our commitment to provide Christian care for families and communities.

Father, we also dedicate ourselves, as individuals and as a branch/group,

to serve you in following Jesus.

Help us in our commitment to nurture our faith 
and to share your love with those we serve.

We ask in the name of the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
For personal dedication

Father, we dedicate ourselves

to serve you faithfully and to follow Jesus,

to face the future with him,

seeking his special purpose for our lives.

Send us out to work and witness freely, 

gratefully and full of hope,

in the power of the Holy Spirit,

and for the honour and glory of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer 
The Grace

And/or The Blessing

Guidelines for a service for opening a new branch or group
Things to consider:

This could be part of a regular service

It could include the commissioning of Branch Officers

It could include admission of new members

