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Observing VE Day during COVID-19 
VE Day, or Victory in Europe Day, marks the day towards the end of World War Two when fighting against Nazi Germany came to an end in Europe 75 years ago. Taking place on Friday 8th May, because of COVID-19 the way in which this was due to be marked has been changed. It is currently thought that all former VE Day plans will be moved to be celebrated on the weekend of the 15-16 August, to coincide with VJ Day – which commemorates the surrender of Imperial Japan during World War II.

For those who still may want to observe this day we have compiled some ideas below which we hope you may find helpful. 

Moment of Reflection

The Royal British Legion is calling on people across the UK to join in a moment of reflection and Remembrance at 11am on Friday 8th May, the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, and pause for a two Minute Silence. 
Midday Prayers 

We will be observing a prayer of peace for all in our Midday Prayers Live on the 8th May 12pm (BST), please do join us here: https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnion/ 

VE Day Prayerful Reflection 

Light a candle and set aside some time to reflect on those who lost their lives and families during time of war. Say the following words either aloud, with your family, or silently. 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

John 15:13

Act of Re-dedication

Amended for individual prayer 
They fought for peace, that the world might never again know such violence and

destruction.

Will you work for peace and reconciliation in your homes and communities, and

promote peace throughout the world?

With the help of God, we/I will.

They fought for justice, that the scourge of prejudice and oppression might never again take root in our societies.

Will you work for a world in which hatred and injustice never have the final word, and where all people can flourish with dignity and hope?

With the help of God, we/I will.

They struggled so that the whole human family might know good will, security, and

freedom.

Will you always acknowledge how precious are the gifts which God has entrusted to us, and exercise the freedoms and responsibilities you have with gratitude and humility?

With the help of God, we/I will.

May almighty God, who has given us the will to undertake these things, bless us with the strength to perform them.

Amen
Let us pray: 

We remember with gratitude

the sacrifices others have made

that have forged a better life for us.

With deep appreciation

We remember them.

We acknowledge with humility

the stark price of freedom

paid that we may have liberty. 

With deep appreciation

We remember them.

We remember with compassion

those who mourn loved ones

who selflessly laid down their lives. 

With deep appreciation

We remember them.

We pray with passion

for freedom for all peoples;

attained through ways of peace.

With deep conviction

We offer our prayers.  Amen
A prayer for VE Day

From the Act of Commitment for Peace

Lord God our Father,

we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, in the cause of peace,

for the relief of want and suffering,

and for the praise of your name.

Guide us by your Spirit;

give us wisdom;

give us courage;

give us hope;

and keep us faithful now and always.

Amen
Observing VE Day

Whilst we cannot have the tea parties and celebrations some may have liked, here are some ideas of how you could mark this occasion: 

· Make some red, white and blue bunting from scraps of material or paper to decorate you home or the front of your house – you may even have some bunting from another past event that you could use 

· Why not bake a celebration cake or biscuits – you could have your own little afternoon tea party to celebrate with those you are isolating with. You could even arrange with friends and family to meet virtually over the phone or zoom to have your afternoon tea party. 
· Listen to some of the music from the era – Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, White Cliffs of Dover, We’ll Meet Again etc. If you type in VE Day songs to You Tube they have some great compilation videos and even karaoke versions if you want to sing-a-long 
· Put on display and photos you have of family or loved ones who were lost in the war. You could light a small candle beside the photo. Use the day to think about them and acknowledge their sacrifice made. 
· A number of churches and cathedrals will be live streaming services and acts of remembrance, these are just a few we have found but it may be worth seeing what your own dioceses is doing as well!

· The diocese of Exeter is  broadcasting a special service for the 75th Anniversary of VE Day on 8 May at 10:00am, led by the Bishop of Plymouth. You will be able to watch it on their YouTube channel and their Facebook page.
· Bradford Cathedral are streaming an online service on 8 May at 3:00pm via their You Tube channel
· Gloucester Cathedral will have a VE Day service available on their website from 11:15am on 8 May - https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/ 
· St Albans Cathedral will be streaming a celebratory service on 8 May at 3pm via their You Tube Channel

