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Pentecost Prayer Reflection: the gift of the Spirit
This Pentecost let us take time to reflect on the different aspects of the Holy Spirit whom Jesus has made available to all who follow him. May God use this reflection to deepen our understanding, appreciation and experience of his wonderful gift.  
The gift of the Spirit

 

You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The promise is for you and your children 

and for all who are far off— 

for all whom the Lord our God will call.

Acts 2:38

Generous God,
with gratitude we open our lives 

to receive the gift of your Holy Spirit.

 

The Spirit of God, 

precious gift

once bestowed upon the few,

is now lavished on us all.

In faith we receive the Holy Spirit;

the promise of God fulfilled in our lives.

 

Holy Spirit,

envision our lives with holy purpose;

pour your words upon us 

that we may speak of the wonders of God.

With joy we receive the Holy Spirit;

the promise of God fulfilled in our lives.

 

Generous God,

we cherish the gift of your Spirit;

Christ’s loving provision for us

now and forever. Amen
 

The gift of power 

 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8
 

Holy Spirit,

fill us with your power

to declare the wonders of God. 

 

Come Holy Spirit.

Fill our weak and empty lives

with your strength and power.

 

Come Holy Spirit.

Flood our parched lives

with streams of living water.

 

Come Holy Spirit.

Ignite our cold lives

with the intensity of holy fire.

 

Come Holy Spirit.

Clothe us with power 

to witness to the love of Christ.

Come Holy Spirit.  

 

Generous God,

we cherish the gift of your Spirit;

power in abundance

to equip us for divine works. Amen
 

The gift of assurance

 

You received a Spirit that shows you are adopted 

as his children. With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.” 

The same Spirit agrees with our spirit, that we are God’s children. 

Romans 8:15-16

 

Holy Spirit,

your presence assures us 

that we are children of God. 

 

Deep within our souls 

the Spirit’s assurance dwells;

causing us to cry out:

Abba, Father.

We are the children of God.

Set upon our minds 
the Spirit’s assurance convinces;

causing us to declare:

Abba, Father.

We are the children of God.

 

Nestled in our hearts

the Spirit’s assurance soothes;

causing us to whisper:

Abba, Father.

We are the children of God.

Generous God,
we cherish the gift of your Spirit;

his loving assurance in our lives

that you are our loving Father. Amen
 

The gift of friendship

 

I will ask the Father. And he will give you another Friend to help you and to be with you forever. 

The Friend is the Spirit of truth.

John 14:16-17

 

Holy Spirit,

we treasure your friendship;

your advocacy on our behalf.

Holy Spirit, precious friend, 

we praise you for your comfort in times of pain;

for your counsel in times of confusion;

for your strength in times of weakness.

 

We thank you for your help 

when circumstances overwhelm;

your constant presence with us

when others fade from our lives.

 

Loving Spirit,

Your friendship brings joy to our hearts;

Your perfect companionship moves our souls 

to wonder and to praise.

 

Generous God,

we cherish the gift of your Spirit;

our perfect friend 

who draws us to Christ. Amen
 

The gift of truth

 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, 

he will guide you into all the truth. 

He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 

and he will tell you what is yet to come.

John 16:13
 
Spirit of truth,
we look to you to guide us 

through an uncertain world.  

 

Holy Spirit,

light up our lives with the truth of God.

Be the one who accompanies us

and guides us back to the way of truth 

when our feet should stray from the path. 

 

In a world which revels in uncertainty 

write the clarity of God’s word 

on hearts and minds;

bring insight to the message

and conviction of faith.  

 

Generous God,

we cherish the gift of your Spirit;

the essence of truth

revealing Christ to the world. Amen
 

The gift of transformation

 

We are being transformed into his likeness 

with ever-increasing glory, 

which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18

 

Holy Spirit,

transform our lives

that we may reflect the glory of Christ.

 
Breathe in me O Holy Spirit
that my thoughts may all be holy;

Act in me O Holy Spirit
that my works, too, may be holy;

Draw my heart O Holy Spirit
that I love but what is holy;

Strengthen me O Holy Spirit
to defend all that is holy;

Guard me then O Holy Spirit
that I always may be holy.
St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) 
Generous God,

we cherish the gift of your Spirit;

the work of transformation

from the gloom of sin to the glory of Christ.  Amen
