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Service outline for 16 Days of Activism

Against Gender-Based Violence 2018
This service outline may be used and adapted for a variety of contexts. Please add hymns and other material as required. The global prayer ‘United in Prayer’ is also included in the global action of solidarity, and could be used in a range of different settings. 

Welcome and call to worship

Welcome to our service which is part of our 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence. We draw near to the light of Christ who came to expose what is hidden in darkness; to deliver those suffering in silence and shame and to bring freedom from fear.    

I sought the Lord, and he answered me;
he delivered me from all my fears.
Those who look to him are radiant;
their faces are never covered with shame.
Glorify the Lord with me:
let us exalt his name together. Amen 
From Psalm 34

Opening hymn

Opening prayers and confession

Loving Lord,

who came to proclaim justice,

make us  bold to speak out truth

and break the power of silence.  

Loving Lord,

who came to expose the darkness,

make us bold to reach into the shadows

and release the oppressed from fear.

Merciful and loving God,
forgive us when we have closed our eyes 
to the sufferings of others; 

when we have stayed silent 

in the face of abuse and oppression;

when we have declined to challenge

unacceptable actions and attitudes.

Take away our selfishness 

and fill us with new resolve

to proclaim  the cause of righteousness

in the name of Christ. Amen    

Bible Readings: 
God will give a crown of beauty for ashes,
a joyous blessing instead of mourning,
festive praise instead of despair.
In their righteousness, they will be like great oaks
that the Lord has planted for his own glory.

Isaiah 61:3 (NLT)

Jesus declared:

No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a bowl or hides it under a bed. A lamp is placed on a stand, where its light can be seen by all who enter the house. 17 For all that is secret will eventually be brought into the open, and everything that is concealed will be brought to light and made known to all.
Luke 8:16-17 (NLT))
Homily

The information sheets included in the 16 Day resources on the website, along with the 16 Days Bible reflection may be helpful in preparing this.  

Hymn

Intercessory Biblical reflection

You may like to show appropriate power point images to accompany this. 
Have a few moments of silent reflection between each corporate response. 

 

United in outcry

our voices join together 

to speak out for the oppressed,

and proclaim the justice of God.

 
Let me not be put to shame, Lord,
for I have cried out to you; but let the wicked be put to shame.
Psalm 31:17 
God of mercy,

we trust in you to  bring every deed into judgment,
including every hidden and secret thing.

From Ecclesiastes 12:14 

Who will protect me from the wicked?
Who will stand up for me against evildoers?

Psalm 94:16 (NLT) 

God of justice,

embolden us to speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,

that we may ensure justice for those being crushed. 

From Proverbs 31:8
But you, Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, the One who lifts my head high.

Psalm 3:3 

United in response

our voices join together 

to echo the pleas of the distressed,

and proclaim the mercy of God. Amen

United in prayer
As we offer up our prayers around the globe we remember all those affected by gender-based violence and pray for a world where violence against women and girls no longer exists.  
We offer up these prayers
as a sign of our solidarity with all who 
are affected by gender-based violence

and as a sign of our unity with all who 

campaign for justice across the world.

Lord, hear our prayers for an end

to all forms of violence and abuse. Amen  

Closing hymn

Final blessing

God is waiting to be gracious to you, 

will rise up to show mercy to you, 

and is a God of justice. 

Go out into the world to

see, listen, and speak out, 

free those held captive, 

and provide healing and hope to the broken.  

And may the God of peace bless you, 

so that you might be a blessing to others. Amen
Rev. Diane Wildow  www.mnys.org 
We say The Grace together

