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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

18 - 25 January 2024

Jesus prayed that we may all be one. Christians gather annually to pray that this be realised. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from the 18th to the 25th January – the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul.  Each year Christians from a different part of the world choose a theme and offer prayers and reflections that speak from their context. This year the form of our prayers is the gift of the churches of the West African nation of Burkina Faso.

The chosen theme for 2024 is ‘You shall love the Lord your God… and your neighbour as yourself’ (Luke 10:27). The theme, taken from the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, reflects the connection between the love of God and the love of neighbour with a particular concern for challenging the boundaries of who is considered "neighbour." In this pericope, Jesus is questioned as to the path to eternal life. His answer is not to only observe the commandments, but to also imitate the love of God in the giving of self for another. It is a call for charity, mercy, justice, and unity. 

In choosing this passage of Scripture for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the churches of Burkina Faso have invited us to join with them in a process of self-reflection as they consider what it means to love our neighbour in the midst of a security crisis. Communities in the British-Irish context may be less vulnerable to acts of mass violence than in Burkina Faso, but there are still many living with the memory and/or the threat of serious violence, centred on issues of identity and belonging. There are also groups within communities, including people from ethnic minority backgrounds and people seeking asylum, who feel particularly vulnerable to violence or being displaced by the threat of violence.

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, may our eyes not look away, but be wide open to the world around us. As we travel through life, may we stop and reach out, bind up the wounded and in so doing experience your presence in them. Give us a renewed commitment to journey with you towards unity. Amen.
