
As we enter this Christmas season together, my ёrst as Worldwide President 
of Mothers’ Union, I feel privileged to reђect on our 117 years of faithful service in 
Uganda. I want to share with you Miriam’s story, a grandmother whose life is being 
transformed through a Mothers’ Union savings group.
For many years, she and her husband struggled to get by. With no savings to rely 
on, they had no way to plan, invest or guarantee an education for their four children 
or 16 grandchildren. The slightest setback, such as an illness, or crop failure, could 
plunge them deeper into poverty. Life has been unimaginably hard.

When a Mothers’ Union savings group started in her parish, Miriam 
joined. Each week she and her neighbours save, learn new skills, 
build businesses, and encourage one another in faith. Most of 
all, they’re changing their mindset, trusting that with God’s help, 
change is possible.  

‘We begin with the Bible. We remind each other that love must come 

first. If you treat people with care, if you put your heart into serving 
them, then your business will succeed.’

With this foundation, Miriam and her group are making lasting 
change in their community. ‘There was a time I thought nothing 
would ever change,’ says Miriam. But today, thanks to her savings 
group and the small cereal business she runs, she speaks of dignity, 
stability, and hope. With faith and hard work, she pays school fees  
for her grandchildren, improves her home, and is  
even investing in bulls to grow her livelihood.
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DOUBLE your donation this Christmas!
By making your gift online at www.mothersunion.org/appeal/christmas25 between  

2 December and 9 December, your gift will be matched by the Big Give.   
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You can help more families in Uganda put food 
on the table, send children to school, and build a 
future ёlled with hope, not fear.
And there’s never been a better time to give. Between 2 and 9 December, 
every £1 you donate online will be doubled through the Big Give.
That means your generosity could help twice as many women start 
businesses, twice as many children stay in school, and twice as many families 
take their ёrst steps out of poverty.
Please give today and make twice the impact for families who are ready to thrive.   
‘I never thought such change was possible. But with God’s help, and the compassion of Mothers’ 
Union members around the world, we can change so many things for a better future.’ 
Across Uganda, 47% of the rural population live in poverty. Too often, parents are forced to choose 
between food for today or school fees for tomorrow. With your help, we can break this cycle together 
through savings groups. Not only do they teach practical skills but they also help people believe in 
their God-given potential. 
Miriam says real transformation starts from within: by rejecting the lie that poverty is inevitable, 
and embracing pride in community, creativity, and the gifts the Lord has given. When people see 
themselves as capable and valued, they can build something that lasts – for themselves and for the 
next generation.
That is why this project matters so much. It will reach 1,200 new participants, primarily women, 
across four dioceses, establishing 60 self-managed savings groups. Each will become a place 
of learning, resilience and encouragement where families can build livelihoods, face challenges 
together and discover hope for the future.

Your gift could help train new groups, provide the resources to start 
small businesses, or sow the seeds which help families go from 
having one meal a day, to three meals a day.
This Christmas, please will you make a gift to bring light and hope to mothers and grandmothers 
like Miriam and make a lasting impact for their families?
With gratitude for your faithfulness,

Kathleen Snow
Worldwide President,  
Mothers’ Union

‘Let all that you do be done in love.’ 
1 Corinthians 16:14

PS: Please remember — to double your impact, donate online at  
www.mothersunion.org/appeal/christmas25 between 2 - 9 December

Miriam and her husband, Ofuleru John 
Michael, have 4 children and 16 grandchildren 
(8 boys and 8 girls) - Only one of her children 
was able to appear in a photo with her and 
some of her grandchildren.

Miriam is a member of  
Mothers’ Union in the  

Diocese of Soroti.


